	
	[image: ]
	



Summer Evening Board Outreach Call/Connect Script & Email Template
Introduction
I'm reaching out as a member of the board at the Community Development Partnership (CDP). I wanted to personally connect and share a little about the work we're doing across the Lower and Outer Cape and invite you to an event we're really excited about this summer.
Add a personal take. Why you got involved with the CDP, a specific reason or the work, or share an inspiring impact story from a client.  
About the CDP
The CDP is a force for economic development across the Lower and Outer Cape. In just the last year: 
· CDP provided technical assistance training to 320 businesses
· Created 45 jobs and supported five new and now flourishing start-up businesses with nearly $100K in microloans
· Built and opened 46 new affordable homes for families and school-age children with another 1,500-plus affordable homes to be developed over the next decade
As a board member, I've seen firsthand the impact of this work—from helping local businesses grow and succeed, to supporting housing opportunities for the workforce and families who make our communities vibrant and resilient.
Summer Evening Invitation
One of my favorite days of the entire year is Summer Evening with the CDP. Can I count on seeing you there?

On August 25, Truro Vineyards and South Hollow Spirits are hosting us for our annual fundraiser. It’s the “can’t miss event” of the season to see friends, meet new ones, and gather neighbors and locals who care deeply about making the Lower and Outer Cape a year-round community that works for everyone.  

The evening will feature local food from Blackfish, a raw bar, live music from Cape Cod native Natalia Bonfini, refreshments courtesy of Truro Vineyards, and a chance to learn more about how the CDP is making a difference and how we can work together to fund a need in the community. 

Tickets are available on our homepage at www.CapeCDP.org.
The Smartest Investment You Can Make
Not only does your attendance support CDP’s mission to bolster a local year-round economy, but everyone who contributes $1,000 or more qualifies for a Massachusetts Community Investment Tax Credit (CITC). That means you get a refund at tax time equal to 50 percent of your donation. Further, there’s a $200K challenge match = where several gracious donors have teamed up to match every donation dollar for dollar. 
Sponsors Welcome!
We’re expecting over 200 attendees, and we’re telling everyone about the event through social media, local newspapers, and sending messages to everyone we’ve ever met. That means it’s a wonderful opportunity for a sponsor to gain exposure to an active, loyal, and local community of supporters. Gain visibility, earn CITC, and help the cause. Sponsorship levels start at $500, with additional opportunities available for those interested in making a larger impact.
Closing
If you’re interested in attending, I'd be happy to send you the event details and sponsorship information if you'd like to learn more or I can connect you with the Advancement team at the CDP who organize the event.
Thank you for your support of the CDP and all that we do for our community.

Summer Evening Board Outreach Email Messaging (short version)
Dear [Name],
I hope you're doing well.
As a member of the Board of Directors for the Community Development Partnership (CDP), I wanted to personally invite you to join me at Summer Evening with the CDP on August 25 at Truro Vineyards and South Hollow Spirits.
I became involved with the CDP because [personal reason for serving]. Through affordable housing, small business support, and community advocacy, the CDP helps create opportunities for people to live, work, and thrive on the Lower and Outer Cape.
This year’s event promises to be the best yet and will feature local food from Blackfish, a raw bar, live music from Cape Cod native Natalia Bonfini, refreshments from Turo Vineyards, an ice cream truck, and a chance to connect with compassionate people like you who care about the future of our region.
Truro Vineyards is also a special venue with ties to the CDP's history—the vineyard's original owners utilized one of the CDP's microloans as they built their business. It's a wonderful example of how local investment can help businesses grow and succeed.
Most importantly, your attendance directly supports the CDP's mission. Every gift counts but those who make a $1,000 or more contribution will get a tax return equal to 50 percent of the donation. We also have sponsorship opportunities starting at $500. Every dollar donated has double the impact with a $200K match on the night of the event. 

We're also seeking event sponsors, with opportunities starting at $500.
If you'd like to attend, sponsor, or learn more, I'd be happy to connect you with the CDP advancement team.
Thank you for your support of our community.
Warm regards,
[Board Member Name]

Summer Evening Board Outreach Email Messaging (long version)
Dear [Name],
I hope you're doing well.
I'm reaching out as a member of the Board of Directors for the Community Development Partnership (CDP). I wanted to personally connect, share a little about the work we're doing across the Lower and Outer Cape, and invite you to an event I'm especially excited about this summer.
[Personal Connection]
This section can be customized by each board member.
Examples:
· I became involved with the CDP because I believe that everyone who contributes to our community should have the opportunity to live and thrive here year-round.
· As a small business owner, I've seen firsthand how important it is to have resources and support available for local entrepreneurs.
· One of the reasons I support the CDP is because of its ability to create real, lasting impact—from helping first-time homebuyers achieve stability to providing critical support for local businesses and workers.
The CDP works to create opportunities for people to live, work, and thrive on Cape Cod.
Through our housing programs, we provide first-time homebuyer education, support renters through the 64 affordable rental homes we manage from Harwich to Provincetown, and advocate for solutions that address our region's housing challenges.
We support small businesses and entrepreneurs with access to capital, technical assistance, training, and one-on-one counseling that helps local businesses grow and succeed.
Through Project 365, we engage residents in year-round advocacy efforts that advance local solutions and support informed community decision-making.
As a board member, I've seen firsthand the impact of this work—from helping local businesses expand and create jobs to supporting housing opportunities for the workforce and families who make our communities vibrant and resilient.
On August 25, we're hosting Summer Evening with the CDP, our annual fundraiser at Truro Vineyards and South Hollow Spirits. It's a wonderful opportunity to gather with friends, neighbors, local leaders, and supporters while celebrating the people and places that make the Lower and Outer Cape so special.
The evening will feature local food from Blackfish, a raw bar, live music from Cape Cod native Natalia Bonfini, and the chance to learn more about how the CDP is making a difference throughout our region. I would love to personally invite you to join me.
One of the things that makes this event especially meaningful is the venue itself. Truro Vineyards is not only a beautiful setting for a summer evening, but it also has ties to the CDP's history—the vineyard's original owners utilized one of the CDP's microloans as they worked to grow their business. It's a wonderful example of how local investment can help businesses thrive and become lasting assets to our community.
The music, food, local shellfish, and opportunity to connect with friends and colleagues make for a memorable evening, all while supporting an important cause.
Most importantly, your attendance directly supports the CDP's work in affordable housing, small business development, and community advocacy, helping ensure that the Lower and Outer Cape remain vibrant places to live, work, and thrive.
We are also currently seeking sponsors for the event. Sponsorship is a meaningful way for businesses and community leaders to demonstrate their commitment to the Lower and Outer Cape while gaining visibility among an engaged audience of community members, business owners, and supporters. Sponsorship opportunities begin at $500, with additional levels available for those interested in making a larger impact.
If you're interested in attending, sponsoring, or simply learning more about the event, I'd be happy to connect you with the CDP's Advancement Team or share additional information.
If you're considering making a charitable gift, the CDP is also one of a limited number of organizations participating in Massachusetts' Community Investment Tax Credit (CITC) Program. Donations of $1,000 or more may qualify for a 50% state tax credit, allowing your support to go even further while helping strengthen our region through housing, economic development, and community advocacy.
Thank you for your support and for helping build a stronger future for the Lower and Outer Cape.
Warmly,
[Board Member Name]
CDP Board of Directors

Value Proposition 
Why Support Summer Evening with the CDP? 
· Stand with the organization helping keep the Lower and Outer Cape livable year-round. CDP builds, manages, and advocates for affordable housing, supports small businesses, and brings public, private, and nonprofit partners together so individuals and families can afford to live, work, and thrive here. 

· Put your brand in front of a committed local audience. For over 10 years, Summer Evening has been CDP’s annual signature gathering -- bringing together leading business leaders from across the Cape and supporters who care about the future of the Lower and Outer Cape. 

· Meaningful Exposure and Visibility as a Sponsor. Tangible benefits such as event-signage, program book ads, annual report listing, complimentary tickets, networking, and thank you recognition in local newspaper ads. 

· Make a Smarter Charitable Investment. Donations/Sponsorships of $1,000 or more qualify for a Massachusetts Community Investment Tax Credit, equal to 50% of the contribution amount. That means money back in your pocket come tax time. The remaining 50% of the contribution is eligible for federal tax deductions. 
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